
Yale School of Medicine researchers have discovered that a variant of a gene linked to heart 
disease also increases the risk of deadly aneurysms of blood vessels in the brain. The discovery of 
this link raises hopes for new treatments for intracranial aneurysms, which affect more than a 
half million people worldwide annually. 
“Existing drugs already target this common pathway and, in the future, could help treat or pre-
vent aneurysms in people who are at risk,” said Murat Gunel, professor of neurosurgery, genetics 
and neurobiology and senior author of the study, published the week of Nov. 21 in the Proceed-
ings of the National Academy of Sciences. 
Intracranial aneurysms, or bursting blood vessels in the brain, often strike without warning in 
people 40 to 60 years of age. Under the leadership of Gunel and Richard Lifton, Sterling Professor 
and chair of the Department of Genetics at Yale and an investigator for the Howard Hughes Medi-
cal Institute (HHMI), an international team of scientists has conducted a massive analysis of the 
genes of tens of thousands of aneurysm patients and control subjects searching for variants that 
increase the risk of the condition. 
The new survey of nearly 20,000 people conducted at the Yale Center for Genome Analysis is the 
third to identify genetic risk factors of aneurysms. The analysis identified three additional regions 

of DNA associated with the condition, bringing the number of variants associated with aneurysm risk to eight. 
Most intriguing to researchers was that one of those variants was close to the endothelin receptor type A gene, which is 
important in the maintenance of the vasculature, determining vessel tone and elasticity. Problems with endothelin sig-
naling have been associated with many cardiovascular disorders, including vessel spasm (vasospasm) after bleeding due 
to brain aneurysms, atherosclerosis, heart disease, and constriction of blood vessels in hypertension. This is the first 
study linking endothelins to brain aneurysm formation and possibly rupture. 
Gunel said it is not clear whether the gene variant acts by decreasing repair activity in the endothelial walls and increas-
ing the risk of hemorrhage or by being too active and spurring the creation of plaques that cause artherosclosis. Both 
would increase the risk of aneurysms. “Understanding the biological effects of this risk variant would potentially allow us 
to design smart therapies,” he added. Katsuhito Yasuno is the first author from Yale. Other Yale authors include Mehmet 
Bakircioglu, Kaya Bilguvar, Ali Ozturk and Shrikant Mane. A total of 28 authors from 15 institutions in 8 countries contrib-
uted to this large-scale study, which was funded by Yale, the National Institutes of Health and HHMI.   Click here to see 
article from Yale News. 

       Many of our readers have requested 
information on AVM’s, so we went to the ex-

perts at Mayo Clinic to give you the information 
you’ve asked for.   

A brain AVM (arteriovenous malformation) is an abnormal connection be-
tween arteries and veins. An AVM is typically congenital, meaning it dates to 
birth can develop anywhere in your body but occurs most often in the brain 
or spine. A brain AVM, which appears as a tangle of abnormal arteries and 
veins, can occur in any part of your brain.  You may not know you have a 
brain AVM until you experience symptoms, such as headaches or a seizure. In 
serious cases, the blood vessels rupture, causing bleeding in the brain 
(hemorrhage). Once diagnosed, a brain AVM can often be treated success-
fully. A brain AVM is an abnormal connection between arteries and veins in 
your brain. Doctors believe that a brain AVM develops during fetal develop-
ment. Why this occurs for some babies and not others is unknown. Normally, 
your heart sends oxygen-rich blood to your brain through arteries, which branch into smaller arterioles and subse-
quently to capillaries, the smallest blood vessels. Oxygen is removed from blood in the capillaries and used by 
your brain. The oxygen-depleted blood then passes into small venules and then into larger veins that drain the 
blood from your brain, returning it to your heart and lungs to get more oxygen.  If you have a brain AVM, blood 
passes directly from your arteries to your veins via abnormal vessels. This disrupts the normal process of how 
blood circulates through your brain. 

AVM Causes     AVM Symptoms     Risk Factors of an AVM     Complications from an AVM    Treatments for an AVM 

RESEARCHERS FIND GENETIC LINK BETWEEN HEART DISEASE AND                     

BRAIN ANEURYSMS 
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A variant of gene 
linked to heart 
disease has been 
linked with the risk 
of bursting blood 

YOU’VE ASKED, WE’VE ANSWERED 

If you are experiencing any of these symptoms or suspect you could be at risk of a Brain AVM, 
consult a physician immediately. 

http://joeniekrofoundation.com/research.html#ANEURYSM
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/treatment.html
http://news.yale.edu/2011/11/21/yale-researchers-find-genetic-link-between-heart-disease-and-brain-aneurysms
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/brain-avm/DS01126/DSECTION=causes
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/brain-avm/DS01126/DSECTION=symptoms
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/brain-avm/DS01126/DSECTION=risk-factors
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/brain-avm/DS01126/DSECTION=complications
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/brain-avm/DS01126/DSECTION=treatments-and-drugs


A YEAR OF REFLECTION AND GROWTH 

By Natalie Niekro - Where has the year gone?  It seems like just yesterday we were 
ringing in 2011 and in just days, we will be counting down the clock for 2012.  Its been 
an amazing year for The Joe Niekro Foundation.  We’ve travelled across the country and 
back, to open new chapters, host monthly support group meetings, add to our Board of 
Directors and Medical Advisory Board and host fundraising events in our efforts to con-
tinue to fund brain aneurysm research, treatment and education.  Here’s a brief list of 
the fundraising events we hosted in 2011 with no plans of slowing down in 2012.  We 
look forward to continuing our mission stronger than ever, so lookout 2012 - HERE WE 
COME! 

 

Niekro Night - January 31st - Joker Marchant Stadium - Lakeland, FL 

Putting for a Purpose - September 16th - Kingwood Country Club - Kingwood, TX 

Aces of Bases Poker Tournament - November 13th - December 18th - Phoenix, AZ 

Brain Aneurysm Awareness Week -  March 14-20th - Kingwood Medical Center - Kingwood, TX 

Legends Fantasy Camp - September 25-30th - Las Vegas, NV 

Brain Aneurysm Awareness Nights -  

 Turner Field - Atlanta, GA - July 16th 

 Comerica Park - Detroit, MI - August 15th 

 Target Field - Minneapolis, MN - August 21st 

 Minute Maid Park - Houston, TX - September 15th 

Twitter Chats - 1st Sunday of every month from 7-8CST.  Niekro Tweet Chat Room 

Wanna Get Lucky -  Our initiative to promote brain aneurysm early detection 

Plus, The Joe Niekro Foundation has found alternative creative 
ways for our supporters to help our cause: 

iGive.com -  A shopping portal for your online purchases where a portion of every 
purchase is donated to TJNF.   

iSearchiGive toolbar - Install this search engine toolbar and earn money for the foundation every time 
you search the web 

The Joe Niekro Foundation Ebay Store -  Money raised will directly benefit our mission.  If 
you have items you would like to donate, please contact bnivala123@yahoo.com. 

First Giving fundraising page - Create your very own fundraising page and broadcast it to your personal 
network.  Track your online fundraising success daily .  Raise thousands in just a 
short time!!!!  Or click here to visit and make a dona- tion to a personal page.  

 

Causes on Facebook - Visit the JNF page and make Our CAUSE, YOUR 
CAUSE! 

Hope Paige Medical - medical ID jewelry company for men, women and children 
that enables medical and personal information to be secured in an online account 
that relays life-saving information with the convenience, speed and efficiency of a 
text message.   

Text STRIKEOUT to 20222 to make a $10 donation directly from your cell phone.   
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JOIN OUR MISSION - Help Support Brain Aneurysm Research, Treatment and 

Awareness here.  Donations can also be made in Honor and/or Memory of a    

loved one. 

https://joeniekrofoundation.com/local-chapters.html
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/6-aneurysm-support-group-.html
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/about-us.html#alink3
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/about-us.html#alink3
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/about-us.html#alink4
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/research.html#ANEURYSM
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/29-joker-marchant-stadium.html
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/32-golf-a-thon.html
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/34-poker.html
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/30-march-14-20-2011.html
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/27-legends-fantasy-camp.html
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/19-brain-aneurysm-awareness-day.html
http://www.twitter.com/joe_niekro_org
http://tweetchat.com/room/Niekro
http://www.joeniekrofoundation.org/wannagetlucky
http://www.igive.com/joeniekrofoundation
http://isearch.igive.com/joeniekrofoundation
http://stores.ebay.com/Park-Avenue-Mens-Shop/Joe-Niekro-Foundation-/_i.html?_fsub=2246973017&_sid=949655247&_trksid=p4634.c0.m322
mailto:bnivala@yahoo123.com?subject=The%20Joe%20Niekro%20Foundation%20Ebay%20Store
http://www.firstgiving.com/joeniekrofoundation
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/natalieniekro/natalieniekrosfundraisingpage
http://www.causes.com/causes/364752-the-joe-niekro-foundation
https://www.hopepaige.com/JNF
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/donations.html
http://www.joeniekrofoundation.org/wannagetlucky
http://www.causes.com/causes/364752-the-joe-niekro-foundation/about
http://www.firstgiving.com/joeniekrofoundation
http://stores.ebay.com/Park-Avenue-Mens-Shop/Joe-Niekro-Foundation-/_i.html?_fsub=2246973017&_sid=949655247&_trksid=p4634.c0.m322
http://www.igive.com/joeniekrofoundation
https://www.hopepaige.com/JNF
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/27-legends-fantasy-camp.html
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Knuckle Ball...A Pitch for Life - April 28th, 2012 (with a special Country Music Pre-Concert on 

4/27).  Special discounted room rates have been set.  Contact Inn at the Ballpark to reserve your room          
1-800-406-1520 (use the code: Knuckle Ball).  To purchase tickets, click here.  

MEET TJNF PAWS WITH A PURPOSE 2012 TEAM 

Join Our Mission 

After a rigorous draft selection, we are thrilled to 
announce our Paws with a Purpose Team for the 
2012 season.  Thanks to the hundreds who sub-
mitted their pet photos for the chance at becom-
ing part of the elite Canine group that will repre-
sent The Joe Niekro Foundation in hospitals and 
communities across the United Sates.  We looked 
hard to find tough, agile, intelligent, emotional, 
determined and strong; yet regaI canines—
EVERYTHING THAT DESCRIBES AN ANEURYSM 
SURVIVOR!  These pooches will be our team mas-
cots, bringing encouragement and support to 
recovering patients and families, while spreading 
the importance of aneurysm awareness. 

Meet the 2012 Paws with a Purpose Aneurysm 
Awareness Team!  Look for them to sporting their 
Wanna Get Lucky? shirts in the January issue!   

The 2012 Paws with a Purpose Team - Brady, 
Hope, Hogan, Leah, Jase, Joesie, Bruce, Rooster, 
Davey, Scarlett, Isis, Dottie, Harry, Knucksie, Kate, 
Bones and Beau 

“Looking back to my early twenties, I suspected that the symptoms I was experiencing were not something every 

twenty year old faced. I always looked healthy on the outside. I was judged by my appearance, not on the symptoms 
that I was describing to my health care provider. I had been diagnosed with hypertension at a young age, but was never 
worked up for the cause. I suffered from a multitude of connective tissue symptoms, and abdominal pain but no one 
was able to put the pieces of the puzzle together. Almost 2 decades later at age 39, through a coordinated evaluation at 
Mayo Clinic I finally had the answers to what had been causing my symptoms. 

In July 2006 I started running. My long runs were 10-13 miles. I was training for a half marathon. In the spring of 2007 I 
felt short of breath going up stairs, could not run the distance I use to. I went from running 10-13 miles to being able to run only a mile. I devel-
oped palpitations, and felt very dizzy just sitting at my computer. I also had a very loud swooshing in my ears. I saw a cardiologist for my frequent 
PVC’s and he heard bruits in my carotid, epigastric, renal and femoral arteries. 

What started out as exercise intolerance turned into something more serious. In April of 2007 I was diagnosed with a rare vascular disease called 
Fibromuscular Dysplasia with brain aneurysms. My FMD affects several of my vascular beds. The arteries that supply my kidneys are affected 
causing high blood pressure. The arteries supplying my carotid arteries are also affected causing neck pain, headaches, dizziness and a loud 
swooshing sound in my ears. For many FMD is an invisible illness, which makes getting a diagnosis even more of a challenge for physicians. 

My abdominal pain was caused by stenosis of my celiac artery secondary to median arcuate ligament syndrome (MALS). For many years I had 
symptoms of weight loss, nausea, and food avoidance. The pain at times was so severe that I would forgo eating meals with my family. Mayo 
Clinic took the time to put the pieces of the puzzle together. I underwent a cath angiogram where my FMD was confirmed and MALS was diag-
nosed. In August of 2009 I went through a celiac bypass and bovine patch to my hepatic artery for treatment of MALS. 

My quality of life is better because of my team of physicians at Mayo Clinic. I believe that Mayo Clinic’s team approach to health care has pre-
vented me from having a stroke or dissection. I am grateful for the care I received at Mayo Clinic, they continue to monitor my health and allow 
me to actively participate in my care. “  Click here to see Kari’s testimonial video.  Kari runs The JNF Midwest Chapter in Minneapolis, MN and  
works directly with The Mayo Clinic to help aid in the research and treatment for FMD and Brain Aneurysms.  Thank you Kari for your tremendous 
efforts! 

JNF VICE PRESIDENT SHARES HER STORY 

http://joeniekrofoundation.com/events-tickets.html
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/donations.html
http://www.joeniekrofoundation.org/wannagetlucky
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=35
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PPy26amqyc&feature=player_embedded
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=35


The Joe Niekro Foundation is expanding!  Monthly Support Group Meetings are now taking place in Phoenix, Houston,  
Raleigh, Minneapolis and Chicago (coming soon)!                                                                                                                                                                        

Be sure to click here to find out when the next is in your area, and how can get involved. 
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UNDATED (CLEVELAND CLINIC)--An aneurysm is a weak spot on an 
artery wall that balloons into a bubble. If that bubble bursts, it may 
lead to serious brain damage or death. The design of a new stent 
makes it unique and it's giving patients, who otherwise aren't tra-
ditional candidates for surgery, another life saving option. Cleve-
land Clinic brain surgeon Dr. Shaye Moskowitz explains, "This stent 
is different than some of the traditional stents that have been 
available for a decade plus, in which the mesh of the stent is a 
very, very tight mesh." 20-30 percent of ruptured aneurysms are 
fatal before you get to a hospital. That's why it's important to treat 
an aneurysm before it breaks. Traditionally, brain aneurysms are 
treated one of two ways, with brain surgery where the bubble is 
pinched off with a clip or by using a minimally invasive technique 
where metal coils are threaded into the aneurysm. The new stent 
is snaked through a catheter in the leg and placed over the aneu-
rysm and eventually the aneurysm scars and shrinks. It gives pa-
tients who aren't candidates for traditional surgeries another life-
saving option. However Dr. Moskowitz says like any procedure, 
there are risks. He says, "We have learned that the stent is not a 
perfect device and has complications associated with it but the risks associated with using that stent 
is in the same realm of treating other aneurysms, there are concerns but no more of a concern that 
you would have with treating a regular aneurysm." Right now the new stent is only FDA approved for 
high risk cases. 

Only a handful of medical centers across the country are allowed to use it.  Click here to see view 
video. 

 NEW STENT OFFERS HOPE FOR PEOPLE WITH 

INOPERABLE BRAIN ANEURYSMS 

Dr. Nedaa Skeik is a Vascular Medicine Specialist at the Minneapolis Heart 
Institute in Minneapolis, MN. Dr. Skeik received his medical degree at Istanbul 
University in Istanbul, Turkey, completed his residency at New York Medical 
College and fellowship in cardiology at Istanbul University. He most recently 
was at the Mayo Clinic where he completed his vascular medicine fellowship. 

Previous positions have included serving as a consultant in emergency medi-
cine, internal medicine and cardiology in various hospitals in Istanbul. He also 
served as a hospitalist at Maine General Hospital in Augusta, Maine, and as an 
internist at St. Mary’s Health System in Lewiston, Maine. Dr. Skeik also serves 

as Assistant Professor, Adjunct, at Dartmouth Medical School and is a member of the American College 
of Physicians (FACP), Society of Vascular Medicine, Mayo Fellow Association and an Associate Member of 
New York Medical College.  Welcome Dr. Skeik, we are honored to have you on our team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A retrievable stent shown here is 
used to help hold a coil mass in 
the aneurysm.  Arrows indicate 
the direction of blood flow.  Ar-
rowhead shows a small brain 
artery that stays open as a result 
of the coils’ deployment. 

DR. SKEIK JOINS JNF MEDICAL ADVISORY BOARD 

  Join The Joe Niekro Foundation the 1st Sunday of every  

  month from 7-8P CST for our Monthly Twitter Chats!    

 Use Hashtag #Niekro or log onto Niekro Tweet Chat Room.                        
(There will be no Tweet Chat in January due to the New Year Holiday.  Next Tweet Chat will be Feb. 5th)  

http://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/6-aneurysm-support-group-.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/nniekro
http://www.youtube.com/user/nniekro
http://twitter.com/#!/joe_niekro_org
http://www.todaysthv.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1301510108001
http://tweetchat.com/room/Niekro


A special thank you to Phoenix Support Group Member, Dennis Ott, who shared this touching video with all of us.  Click 
here to see this emotional testimony of Dennis’ daughter, Jennifer, speaking about her father’s aneurysm and recovery.   
Here, Jennifer is pictured in her Wanna Get Lucky? shirt - a true supporter of our educational platform. 

December 2011 Page 5 

KNUCKLER’S KORNER 

The Joe Niekro Foundation Midwest Chapter is growing. The mission of this chapter is to support and educate those af-
fected by vascular disease and brain aneurysms.  Vice President of The Joe Niekro Foundation, Kari Ulrich is an FMD 
(Fibromuscular Dysplasia) patient and will be leading this chapter.  Research has proven that 60% of FMD patients experi-
ence brain aneurysms so we are committed to supporting those with vascular diseases by educating them on  the impor-
tance of early detection and brain aneurysm awareness.  For more information on our Midwest Chapter, contact 
kari@joeniekrofoundation.org.   

This month, TJNF has been very active in the “Gift Wrap With a Smile” program, courtesy of Amazon.com.  We’ve selected specific days to visit 
the 4 million sq. ft. Amazon.com Phoenix headquarters where we have been wrapping holiday presents.  In exchange, we will be rewarded .75 for 
each gift wrapped.   Shifts range from a minimum of five hours to a maximum of 10 and individuals wrapping gifts average 15 or more packages 
per hour, which can add up fast.  To date, we have wrapped over 500 presents with one day of wrapping ahead, so wish us luck as we attempt to 
secure some last minute funds for 2011.  If you would like to volunteer for our 12/17 wrapping session, please contact 
nniekro@joeniekrofoundation.org.     

 

 

Stay tuned for exciting fundraising opportunities from our Raleigh Chapter which will be announced in our Janu-
ary newsletter.  For more information or to become a part of our Raleigh Chapter, contact 
janie@joeniekrofoundation.org.   

If you have something you would 
like to share, please email  

info@joeniekrofoundation.org  

 

 PHOENIX HOSTS FIVE WEEK POKER TOURNAMENT TO BENEFIT TJNF 

Phoenix Support Group Member and Brain Aneurysm Survivor, Paula Marquez, really knew what she was doing when she decided to host The 
Aces of Bases, Playing for a Cause Poker Tournament.  Paula, a poker dealer at Papa Mike’s Poker Academy took it upon herself to create a five 
week poker tournament, with all proceeds benefitting the very cause she is not only a walking testimony for, but also a true survivor of this fatal 
condition.  The Aces of Bases Poker Tournament began with the first qualifying event on November 13th. The three remaining qualifiers were 
November 20th, December 4th and December 11th. For a $50 buy-in, each player received 10,000 tournament chips and a "Wanna Get Lucky" t-
shirt. Two people from each qualifying event, and one wild-card player, will go onto the final table held December 18th at 2:30 p.m.   The tables 
have filled up quickly each week and Papa Mike’s has been gracious enough to serve our players all the food they can eat throughout the tourna-
ments.  The 9 players who will be sitting at the final table next week are playing for the chance to win these fabulous prizes, courtesy of HP: 

 

GRAND PRIZE - Complete Computer Set-Up Including: HP TouchSmart 320M Wireless All-In-One PC with 20” Diagonal Full High-Def Touch Screen, 
AMD Dual-Core Processor & Office Jet Pro 8500 Printer  

2nd Place HP TouchPro Complete with Cover, Wireless Keyboard, Charger, Docking Station & Roller Carry Case. 

3rd Place 40+” Plasma Television, 1080P 

4th Place HP Office Jet Pro 8500 Printer  

5th Place HP PhotoSmart M547 6.2 Megapixel Digital Camera    

 

        

 Thank you Papa Mike’s for your generous hospitality and we wish the final nine the best of luck 
 for the 12/18 final round!  And a very special thank you to HP for providing the prizes.  We will 

 post the overall winners in January’s Knuckle-Up Newsletter. 

Have you gotten your Medical ID Bracelet yet?  Click here to view the latest in medical alert technology and 

purchase the ID jewelry that could save the life of one you love. 

http://vimeo.com/5265057
http://www.joeniekrofoundation.org/wannagetlucky
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/local-chapters.html
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/fibromuscular-dysplasia/DS01101
mailto:kari@joeniekrofoundation.org?subject=Midwest%20Chapter
mailto:nniekro@joeniekrofoundation.org?subject=Gift%20Wrapping
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/local-chapters.html
mailto:janie@joeniekrofoundation.org?subject=Raleigh%20JNF%20Chapter
mailto:info@joeniekrofoundation.org?subject=Knuckler's%20corner
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/34-poker.html
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/34-poker.html
http://www.joeniekrofoundation.org/wannagetlucky
http://www.hopepaige.com/JNF


The Joe Niekro Foundation...“Knuckling Up for Aneurysm Research” 

The Joe Niekro Foundation was established in 2007 in honor of the founder’s father, Joe 
Niekro, who lost his life from a sudden ruptured brain aneurysm on October 27, 2006. The 
astonishing lack of public awareness and under-support of research of such a widespread 

and often fatal condition led to the launch of a crusade to educate and encourage awareness 
about aneurysms. The Joe Niekro Foundation is committed to aiding in the research and 

treatment of aneurysm patients and families. Our goal is to raise awareness about aneurysm 
factors, causes, treatments and research. All funds are used to educate the public about 

brain aneurysms, to support patients and families, and to develop awareness programs and 
educational materials for hospitals, treatment centers and neurological institutions world-

wide and conduct research that will translate directly to improved patient outcomes. 

The Joe Niekro Foundation Wishes you a very Happy Holiday and a Blessed New Year.  

Thank you for your continued support! 

Connect with The Joe Niekro Foundation  

Click here to subscribe to the Knuckle-Up Newsletter 

Corporate Office 

The Joe Niekro Foundation     

PO Box 2876 

Scottsdale, AZ  85252-2876 

Phone - 602-318-1013 

info@joeniekrofoundation.org 

Board of Directors 

President- Natalie Niekro                 
Vice President - Kari Ulrich                
Treasurer - Dave Bergman                  
Secretary - Janie Schaeffer 

George Baylor                                          
Enos Cabell                                               
Daniel Glazer                                      
Lance Niekro                                                                                     
Barbara Nivala                                                 
Frances Saplis                                   
Gary Simms                                                                        
Lawrence Simon                                   
Dolores Stargell                                                                                    
Luke Woosley  

Medical Advisory Board 

Gavin Britz, M.D., MPH                    
Robert D. Brown, Jr, M.D., MPH 
Orlando Diaz, M.D.                              
Chris Foley, M.D.                          
Robert G. Grossman, M.D.                    
Hani Haykal, M.D.                              
Richard P. Klucznik, M.D.                       
Italio Linfante, M.D.                  
Nedaa Skeik, M.D.                                                                               
Michael Ulrich, M.D.                        
Ronald E. Woosley, M.D.                        
Y. Jonathan Zhang, M.D. 

Knuckle Ball...A Pitch for Life - April 28th, 2012 
 

 Chairperson - Natalie Niekro                                                                                                                                                
 Master of Ceremonies - Phil Niekro - Hall of Fame                                                                                                                   
 Emcee - Jon Warden                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Join us April 28th 2012 as athletes from all over the country come together at Minute Maid Park, in association 
with The Joe Niekro Foundation, to honor the beloved 13-year Houston Astros All-Star, Joe Niekro, for the 3rd 
Annual Knuckle Ball…A Pitch for Life.  

We invite you to join us for an unforgettable black-tie evening featuring a festive reception, silent auction, formal 
dinner, LIVE auction and the opportunity to mingle with some of baseball’s greatest legends. Master of Ceremonies for the evening will be Joe’s brother 
and Hall of Famer, PHIL NIEKRO who will honor Joe Niekro, his baseball years and charitable work, all while raising funds to support brain aneurysm 
research and treatment.  In addition, we have incorporated a special country music concert on the eve of Knuckle Ball, featuring Chuck Wicks and other 
country music greats (Big Announcement to be made in January). April 27th, Dan Electro’s Guitar Bar will house this country music extravaganza with all 
proceeds benefitting The Joe Niekro Foundation and brain aneurysm awareness. 

As many as one in fifteen Americans will develop a cerebral aneurysm; 10-15% of these individuals will die before reaching the hospital and over 50% 
will die within the first thirty days after rupture. Of those who survive, over half suffer permanent neurological deficit. Please support our efforts to 
raise the awareness of this devastating condition and advance seminal research, while we celebrate the life of Joe Niekro, a truly remarkable citizen, 
pitcher and Astros player. We would be honored to have you join our efforts.  For 
more information, please contact Natalie Niekro at 602-318-1013. 

We look forward to welcoming you at Minute Maid Park on April 28th! 

Download Table and Ticket Package Information 

BIG ANNOUNCEMENT—Coming Soon 
on the Special Addition to the 2012 

Knuckle Ball - STAY TUNED!!!! 

http://www.facebook.com/JoeNiekroFoundation
http://twitter.com/joe_niekro_org
http://joeniekro.wordpress.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/nniekro
http://www.joeniekrofoundation.org
mailto:info@joeniekrofoundation.org
http://www.linkedin.com/company/joe-niekro
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/22-the-knuckle-ball.html
https://joeniekrofoundation.com/files/table%20packages-2012.pdf
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/events/22-the-knuckle-ball.html
http://joeniekrofoundation.com/events-tickets.html

